BLM 1.4


Student Workbook

Simcoe County Historica Fair
Name: _________________________

Grade: _________________________

Teacher: _______________________

Project Topic: __________________________________________________________
( Sen. Laurier LaPierre Medal

( RBC Aboriginal Heritage Award
( CN Veterans Award

( Imperial Oil Certificate

( Archives of Ontario Award

( Ontario Genealogy Society Award


( Provincial Fair Delegate

( National Fair Delegate

( Media Coverage Not Granted

Student Workbook

My Work Log/Tracking Sheet


What are my important dates?

	Date
	
	Record of My Research Tasks
	
	Who can help me?

Where can I get information?
	
	Initials

	
	
	Stage One – Wonder and Explore
Prepare for Research

( Topic Selection
( Research Focus Question
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Stage Two – Search and Select

Access Resources

( Search Plan

( Format of Presentation Decided
( List of Resources
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Stage Three – Think and Connect

Process Information

( Jot Notes
( Outline of Research
( Outline of Poster Board
( First Draft of Written Work

( Visuals

( Oral Presentation Prepared
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Stage Four – Create and Share

Transfer Learning

( Edit and Revise/Rehearse

( List of Resources Used

( Final Product/Presentation
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Research:  Stage 1- Wonder and Explore
A Historica Fair Project can be almost anything you want it to be. The only restriction is that the content must be Canadian.  However, your project does not need to focus on all of Canada.  It could relate to family, rural, municipal or provincial history topics.  

Sample categories include Canadian:

· inventors/inventions

· scientists

· writers

· disasters

· politicians

· family history

· culture

· language issues

· First Nations communities

· heroes

· artists

· schools

· sports

· music

· film

· climate patterns

· literature

· fashion

· entertainment

· flags

Brainstorm a list of possible topics to investigate.

Select a topic that interests you from the brainstorming sheet.

Choose a presentation format.

Getting Specific

As you read books and magazines, view films, talk to others, etc., you will be able to develop more specific questions about your topic.  Make your topic as specific and focused as possible.  Avoid doing a “generalist” project.  By asking unique questions and by making interesting connections that are personal to you, you will ensure that your project won’t be exactly the same as another student’s project.

Sample focused topics/questions/perspectives/presentation styles

· You are a dietician.  Research edible natural resources and diet in a specific region in Canada.  Make a cookbook of recipes through the decades for this region.  Include information about the traditions that are linked with the food.

· You are an industry analyst.  Study the development of the car industry in a specific area.  Present the findings in an interactive Power Point presentation.

· Study the life of a pioneer child living in ____.  Include several different aspects of their daily life.  Write a realistic diary, as if you were this child, living in that region, in that time.

· You are a Chief Physician.  Find out about the role of the Medicine Man in Canada.  Compare this role to the role of current-day doctors.  Make predictions about what this role will look like in 100 years.  Create a photo timeline of medicine, including the future with appropriate captions.

· Research the life of a famous Canadian/hero/scientist… from the past.  Share this information in an interesting way.  What living Canadian does this person remind you of most?  Why?
There are many different perspectives from which you can examine your topic/question.  
(e.g. scientist, anthropologist, politician, sociologist, biologist, geologist, botanist, environmentalist…)

Refer back to BLM 1.2 – Research Topics to review examples that you may wish to look consider.
· Now, complete your focused plan
* Note- there are several awards available for students.  Each award has specific criteria.  If you are interested in one of these awards, look at the criteria sheets at the back of this package.  This may influence how you set up your project.
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Name____________________

Focused Historica Fair Project Plan

Umbrella Topic-
Specific Question-
Examined from which perspective or point of view?-

Presentation Style-
Resources Required-
Subtopics

As you begin your background reading, make up subtopics to guide your research.   
___________________________
___________________________


___________________________
___________________________

___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________

___________________________
___________________________

___________________________
___________________________

RAN Strategy

Use sticky notes to list thoughts for the ‘What I think I Know’ column. As you do your research move the sticky notes to the ‘Confirmed’ and ‘Misconceptions’ Columns. Add notes to the ‘New Information’ and ‘Wonderings’ columns.
	What I Think I Know
	Confirmed
	Misconceptions
	New Information
	Wonderings

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


From Stead, Tony. Reality Checks. Markham: Pembroke, 2006, p. 18

Resources: Stage 2 – Search and Select

Now it is time to search for good resources.  Use this sheet as a guide.  Be sure to record all of the resources that you incorporate as you use them on the “Resource Sheet.”  There are lots of valuable search engines available for you on the internet too.  However, remember that anyone can publish information on the internet.  Be discriminating.

On your school computers, go to “elementary research links” under programs.  There are many wonderful research tools for you to use and this is an excellent starting point for searching for reliable resources.

· CD Roms


· Internet

· Encyclopedias

· Dictionaries

· Non-fiction books

· Fiction books

· Atlases

· On-line databases

· Magazines

· Newspapers

· Videos

· Other

Talk to:

· Friends

· Teachers

· Librarians

· Experts

· People from community services

· Archivists

· Others

Record:
It is very important to record the resources that you use as you use them.  It can be VERY frustrating if you try to do this at the end of your project.  Include:

Type of resource:  print

Call #:

Library:

Author(s):

Title(s):

Place of publication:

Publisher:

Copyright date:

Pages Used:







OR

Type of resource:  electronic

Author(s):

Title of page/article:

CD/Website title:

Copyright date:

Date accessed/visited:

Process Information: Stage 3 - Think and Connect

First Draft
Make your jot notes as you read and gather information.  There is no need to write everything down.  Read the information and then make point form notes in your own words.  Be careful not to copy and paste other people’s words.  This is called plagiarism.  It means intentionally or unintentionally using another person’s ideas and words and presenting them as your own.

Transfer Learning: Stage 4 – Create and Share

Final Product

Writing your good copy.  Here are some tips for writing good paragraphs.  Remember, to focus on your specific question in your good copy, not your general information.  What opinions, thoughts, discoveries, information do you have to share with others that will “knock their socks off?!”

After writing your good copy on lined paper, go through a self, peer and teach or parent edit.  Publish your final copy on the computer.  Use a font that will be easy for people to read if they are standing one meter away.

Be sure to following proper referencing procedures.  Have your references listed clearly.

Visuals

What graphs, charts, pictures, photographs, diagrams, props, costumes, etc. are relevant to your project?  There are many tools on the computer to help you in this area but you may also use your own artistic skills to enhance your presentation.  Perhaps a water colour painting or a model would be appropriate? 

Display Checklist

The following items must be on your presentation board:

1. Title; easy to read, big, stands out from other text; good use of colour

2. Written work; typed paragraphs; font (size 18 suggested); double spaces; mounted with border or on coloured paper; each paragraph has an easy-to-identify title.

3. Visual pictures, diagrams, maps and charts; at least 3; mounted with borders; description written underneath; may be hand-drawn, computer-generated or cut outs

4. Layout; good use of space; colourful but not tacky; tidy and well-organized; unity of shape and colour; YOUR NAME AND DIVISION FOR FAIR IN BOTTOM RIGHT HAND CORNER-EASY TO SEE BUT NOT SO BIG THAT IT TAKES AWAY FROM DISPLAY.  Your project board may not exceed 80 cm depth x 150 cm width x 100 cm height.

5. Props and Costumes; significantly enhance presentation; cards explaining each prop/costume/food

* students requiring an outlet must inform organizers in advance
Oral Presentation (3-5 minutes)

Here are some tips to assist you in your planning.  Be creative and dynamic in your approach.

· Be confident

· Look at your audience, not your notes

· Speak clearly

· Project your voice

· Make eye contact

· Use gestures

· Be enthusiastic

· Smile

· Point out pictures, props, charts, etc during your presentation

· Check your equipment in advance

· Present your information in a logical sequence (might be who, what, where, when, why, SO NOW…I THINK…)
· Practice presenting to someone at home or in the mirror
Judging Rubric and Registration

Refer to the judging rubric provided CT 1.1.  Review your board, props, original work, presentation, etc. to maximize your score.  

P. Elliott, Teacher-Librarian, Hewitt’s Creek P.S. Barrie







